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hoo doiley but both having diſobeyed.the Divine Com- 
tnand, they equally ſhared in the Mifery and Puniſſu- 


employed on Objects ſuitable to the Di 


man Nature, were ſo perverted from theit right Ends, 
and their original Str ength and Petfection ſo debaſed and 
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FN 150 end en of Mankind: into two «Sev, it 
was wiſely ordered, that the Happineſs of both 
ſhould depend on that d each other; and therefore 

were both happy ſo long as they were botn 


ment. Reaſon ſoon loſt its Sovereignty; and the Paſ- 


ſions being ſet at Liberty from thoſe Reſtraints whick 


the Awe and Dread, the Love and Fear of cheit 
Cteator had held them in, by Degrees became too 
powerful for thoſe Divine Princigles which, in their 
State of Innocence, were the ſole Directors of all their 


Thoughts, Words, and Actions. Fhus the Faculties. 


of Reaſon and Underſtanding, which, at firſt, were 
iy of Ho- 


deformed, that, inſtead add of being the Inſtrunients of Fe- 
licity, they became the fatal: Means of increaſing the 
Miſery of the whole Race ever ſince. Hence it is, 
that Man and Woman, who were intended for the 
Help and Comfort of each other, by a reciprocal Re- 
turn of Affection and kind Offices, by giving a Looſe 
to their unruly Paſſions, became mutual Plagues and FA 
Tormentors of one another. Man, who, from the 
Superiority of his Strength and Underſtanding; was 
deſigned as a Guide and Protector of his Female Mate, 
now practices every Stratagem to enſnare, delude, and 
debauch her Innocence, and make her a Slave and a 
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Drudge to his brutal Appetites, and when he is fatiated 


with and has ruined her Charms, turns ber a-drift among 
the common :Stews, where ſhe lives and dies in In- 
famy and Miſery. _ 205 . 

The Woman, on the other Hand, by her Paſſions, 


Humours, and Frailties, diſturbs the Tranquillity, and 


occaſions many Calamities and Misfortunes to the ſober 
and virtuous Part of the other Sex. While ſhe remains 
N under the Protection of her Parents, what Care 
an: 


»- 2 


Anxiety, what Warnings and Admonitions,: are 


tations, which, they are ſenſible, the Paſſions of 
Youth are too apt to cloſe with, and but too frequently 
to their utter and irretrievable Ruin? And yet, not- 


withſtanding their moſt active Vigilance, daily Expe- 


rience may convince us, that nothing is more common 
than to ſee a Girl, in the Bloom of Vouth, robbed of 
her Honour, and undone by the Wiles and fallacious 
Pretences of an abandoned Debauchee, who prides 
himſelf in the Spoils of Innocence, and glories in the 


Deſtruction of that Frame, which the Hand of Heaven 
had formed with the moſt exquiſite Grace and Ele 


1 


Af ſne is a Wife, and remarkable for Beauty or other 
female Excellence, how rarely does ſne eſcape the So- 
licitations of the Vicious? How hard is it for a weak 
Woman to cope with the powerful Rhetoric of an artful 
Lover ? And yet, if ſhe ſubmits, how ſad, how dreadful 
are the Smeg nente 7 
My Deſign in this Deduction is to ſhew; that tho? 
the Fair Sex are, in their very Natures and Temper- 
ament, vain, frail, and credulous, and of too volatile 


2 Spirit to be always on their Guard; yet, that Man 


(When loſt to Virtue) is their Tempter and Seducer, and 
the Author of all their Miſeries and Misfortunes. *Tis 


be that fills the Brothels with theſe poor unhappy 
Wretches, and, conſequently, tis he that ſpreads Con- 


tagion through every Quarter of the Tewn. To his 
Account muſt be placed the Ruin of the Apprentice, 


- the cruel Uſage which a modeſt and virtuous Wife 


| 2 meets 


. 
1 $ : 1 * ” * 
* by 5 


3 


meets with from a debauched Huſband, and the filling 
our Hoſpitals with foul and diſtempered Patients. 
The Inference I would draw from theſe Premiſes is, 
that ſince the Wretchedneſs and Infamy of theſe poor un- 
done Creatures is not of their o--˖ß procuring, but r- 
ther owing to their own Inadvertency and Want of 
Caution to guard againſtꝰ the Snares laid for them b7 
their wicked and artful Deceivers, therefore they are Ob- 
jects the more deſerving Compaſſion, and ought to be 
redeemed, if poſſible, from that dreadful Gulph of Mi- 
ſery, from which it is impoſſible they can ever extricate 
themſelves. The Charity, exerciſed on this Occaſion, 
is of a double Kings and will entitle the Donor to a 
double Reward ;. ds a Charity to their Souls as well as 
their Bodies. For, in their preſent deplorable. Condi- 
tion, Repentance is almoſt impracticable. They may, 
indeed, wiſh, and Jong, and molt earneſtly pray to be 
delivered from this worſe than Galley Slavery, and 
may , weep, and figh, and groan under their Burden, 
but find themſelves chained and ſhackled ſo faſt by 
their tyrannical Maſters, that, how ſincerely ſoever they 
may repent, they feel themſelves under an unavoidable 
Neceſſity of repeating their Crimes. Then, in Regard 
to their Bodies, what Pen candeſcribe, what Tongue ex- 
reſs, what Imagination conceive, the Miſeries they 
ſuffer ? Subject to the Will of every rakiſh Libertine, 
frequently beat, kicked, and abuſed, beſides the excru- 
ciating Pains of a nauſeous Diſtemper, of which, hav- 
ing neither Money nor Friends, they can never expect 
to be cured, or, if they were, muſt be obliged to run 
the Hazard of it again, Lamentable then is their Con- 
dition, and the more ſo as it is without Remedy, un- 
- Teſs it be by ſome charitable Inſtitution of the Kind 
propoſed by Mr. Fielding, which we ſhall proceed now 
to conlider,. ... -_ os a T4 
The only Difficulty Mr. Fielding apprehends in put- 
ting his Plan in Execution, is, the firſt Expence. 
That, no Doubt, will be very conſiderable ; and there- 
fore, to induce the Opulent and Humane to contribute 
largely of their Abundance to enable him to put it 
upon a good Footing, it would, in my Opinion, be 
| B 2 - proper 


_ WIT 


4 9 make and publiſh a Calculation or Eſtimate 

—_ - 4 e Expence of the firſt Out- ſet, by minuting the 
by ſeveral Articles, and the Money which may be ſüppo- 

| Fd ary bo r each ; which will give a good Idea of 


the Plan itſelf, and be a Guide to Contributors in pro- 
Jena their Liberality to the Exigencies of thè Bu- 
 Hneſs. By this they will likewiſe be enabled to form 
ſome Judgment of the Feaſibleneſs of the Project, and 
the Probability of its Succeſs, 
9 1 likewiſe, he ſhould haye told us, to What 
"Dfes'the Money arifing trom the. Girls Labours d 
be 1 However, as Salaries muſt be ſettled 
on the Matrons, Wages given to Servants, Cloaths and 
Diet wanted for the Girls, Medicines for the In- 
firtmary, Sc. their Earnings will be applied to theſe or 
%%% ᷑— 8 
But this 1 apprehend may be done in the Compaſs of 
aà Tear, if the Meaſures previouſly taken be rightly 
conducted: That is, if a proper Manſion be firſt cho- 
{en and fitted for their Employment, prudent and fkil- - 
ful Matrons aſſigned to inſtruct them in the ſeveral Sorts 
x of Bufineſs they are to learn, and the neceffary Rules 
and Orders eftabliſhed for the Direction of the whole. 
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; When theſe Things are ſettled, as they may be in a ge- 
0 neral Conſultation of the Subſcribers, I make no Que- 


ſtion, but in a Year's Time, a Fund will be raifed 
from the Profit of their Labour, ſufficient to anſwer 

all Demands, and the Plan fo effectually cftabliſhed, as 
to ſtand on its own Bottom; but the Expence, in the 
mean while, muſt be very great. Neither do I think 
the Fathers and Guardians ought to begin the Execu- 
tion of it, till the Contributions amount to at leaſt 
Bj 88 For if we conſider the Charge of hiring a 
uilding large enough for the Reception and Employ- 
ment of 500 Girls, together with a Chapel, their daily 

Proviſion, and other Contingencies, before the Price of 
8 their Labour, will much leſſen the Expence, I believe 
- it will be found that no leſs a Sum than that above- 

mentioned will be adequate to the Undertaking.  _ 
But here it is to be obſerved, thoꝰ not mentioned by 

Mr. Fielding, that this Scheme is not to extend deen ; 
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the Limits of the Bulls of Mortality; and tc prevent 
Impoſitions, Certificates muſt be rn 9 8 the 
J xe, Officers of the Pariſh from whence the 
Children are brought: For ſhould it be. made gener 
ral and indefinite, every Pariſh in the Kingdom, gf. 


* 


pecially where the Poor are numerous, would be glad 
to be eaſed of their Burden, and to lee their poor 


Children ſo well provided for, without contributing a 
Shilling towards the. Expence, Neither is it. practi, 


cable for the Society togive their Plan ſuch an Extentz 
at leaſt at preſent ; and ſhould it ever be made ſo com- 


prehenſive, the Contributions muſt be propertignat 
which would require a Fund vaſtly larger, han what is 
non Rand. ů 220. 8 
When the ſaid 3,000). ſhall be actually advanced. or 
ſubſcribed, a general Meeting of the Contributors ſhall 


* 
- 


purſued in carrying the Plan into Execution, and ſhal 


cChuſe a Committee to conſiſt of ſuch Perſons wha will 


freely give their Time and Application to the Buſineſs 
with which they ſhall, be entruſted ; Men who have the 
Character of great. Experience, Sobriety, .Probity, 
and Humanity. Thus the Charity will. be, put upon 
a good Footing, and encourage the Noble and Wealth 
to ſupport it; when they ſee Multitudes of miſerable 
Objects relieved and provided for in a Manner that 
ſhall make them all happy and uſe full. 

_ To the ſecond Article of the firſt, Part. of the Plan, 
concerning Objects to be taken in, it's ſaid, Poor 
Girls, put out Apprentices by Pariſh Officers: from 
** Workhoules may be received.” Now I apprehead,. 
that as there are but. few Pariſhes without a Charity 
School, the Children of theſe Schools ought to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from thoſe that are brought up in the, Work- 
houſes properly ſo called. -  - _ 1: 25 33} 


For, as the Charity Schools are generally ſupported. 


by the Subſcriptions of the principal Inhabitants, great 
Care is taken. to give their Children ſuch an Education 
as may fit them for Buſineſs, and Money is given with 

them when they are apprenticed. But as to thoſe 
that are brought up in Workhouſes, they are wan | 
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che Orphans of poor Parents, Who not being able tg 


make any Provifion for them at their Death, leave them 


to the Cate of Providence, that is, to the Charge of 


” — 


ou 


_ the Pariſh, whoſe Officers at à trifling Expence, put 
them to Pariſh Nurſes,” with whom they live in Rags 


and Want, or, to keep them from Starving, are ſent out 


to beg their Bread, a Trade they often take up with, or 

perhaps at that Time commence Thieves and Pick- 

| 3 or elſe are ſent to the Workhouſe, where 
u 


ut little Care is taken to keep them from bad 
Courſes. "Another Part of them afe.the Offspring of 
Porters,” Chairmen, or other poor Mechanics,. who be- 
ing dead, have left numerous Families to their Widows, 


who being unable to maintain them, throw them upon 


the Pariſh, which has no other Receptacle for them but 


the Workhouſe, where they can learn nothing that will 


make them uſeful either to themſelves or others. 
Such poor Orphans are undoubtedly entitled to the 
tendereft Compaſſion, For who that ſees theſe little 


Wretches "wandering about the Streets, without Shoes 


or Stockings, and covered with Rags and Filth, but 


muſt pity their Condition, and wiſh to ſee them reliey- 
ed, not only for the preſent, but ſo provided for, that 


in Time, they might become uſeful Members of the 
Community? For it's certain, their natural Capacities, 


if properly cultivated, and under a prudent Direction, 


without much Learning, would qualify them either for 


Mechanics or Servants; and 'tis the greateſt Misfor- 


tune, as well to themſelves as to their Country, that 

their Talents ſhould be buried in Rubbiſh, or be per- 

verted to the worſt Uſes. 8 | 
Methinks I ſhould have been glad if Mr. Fielding had 


added another Article or two, to thoſe in the firſt Part 


e 5 . 

The firſt ſhould be a Propoſal of ſome petty Rewards, 
either honorary or real, to thoſe Girls that ſhould pro- 
duce the beſt Specimens of Ingenuity in thoſe Branches 
of Buſineſs in which they are employed. Theſe Re- 


' wards ſhould conſiſt of ſome Names or Titles of Diſ- 


tinction, or a White Apron, Silk Handkerchief, a Knot, 


or laced Cap, and the like. For nothing excites Emu- 
8 ; Jation 


he 


People, who, for a trifling Conſideration, will 
their little Faculties upon the Stretch to excel their 
Fellows. N 


Another Article ſhould propoſe, that any Girl, Who 


ſhall behave, during her Apprenticeſhip, to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the Fathers — Guardians, and likewiſe 

afterwards, having lived a Year or upwards, in any re- 
putable Family, with the Character of a good and faith- 


Twenty Pounds on her Marriage with ſome honeſt in- 
duſtrious Man, whoſe Character ſhall be approved by 
the Committee. The Proſpect of ſuch a Donative to 
be given them as a Reward for their Fidelity and good 
Conduct, would, I imagine, be a very great Incitement 
to behave with all poſſible Circumſpection, Duty to their 
Superiors, and Attention to their Work, eſpecially 
when they come to be about fifteen or ſixteen Ye 


ſation, and infuſe Life and Spirit thro? all their La- 
bours. For at that Age, Marriage is generally the 
principal Object they have in View; and if to this be 
added the moral Certainty of a good Huſband, with ſuch 
a handſome Proviſion to begin the World with; it is 
not to be conceived what a wonderful Influence ſuch a 
Proſpect will have on all their Actions. They will do 
their Buſineſs with Activity and Chearfulneſs, and ftu- 
dy to render themſelves agreeable by all the Ways and 


Means they can think of. 


* 


In Page 20 of the Plan are ſet 48 nine different | 


Trades, to which the Penitents in the Reformatory, 
are to be apprenticed ; to which may be added the fol- 
lowing, viz. Pin-making, in the various Branches of 


which are employed great Numbers of Women and 
Girls; alſo Embroidery, Flouriſhing, ſpinning fine 


Thread, Sc. And as many. of thoſe Penitents are the 


Children of reputable Parents, who beſtowed on thema 


liberal Education, and were at a great Expence in per- 
fecting them in all the Accompliſhments that adorn the 
Fair Sex, ſuch as Muſick, Drawing, Painting, Limn- 

| =, 2 ing, 


lation fo much as Encouragement, ; eſpecially in young, 
Put ail 


ul Servant, teſtified in Writing under the Hand of her 
Maſter or Miſtreſs, ſhe ſhall be entitled to. the Sum of 


| ears of 
Age. It would be the Subject of their daily Conver- 
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wing; Er, let fuel 
in Stuclies fo aprecable to theit Taſte and Genius. Man 


fee wife have betn inſtructed by their Mothers in Cooks 
ery, Paſtry,  Houſewifry, and the Management of 4 
Family, let ſuch have the Preferende in all theſe Re- 


ts. And as they are already complete Viiſtreſtes of 
theſe Arts, they may be employed in EO others 
in the ſame, to the great Advantage of the Charity, 


_  Atdfave the Expetice of the Salaries for Matrons iti thiſe 
Branches; or at tealt allow the Matrons more Time to 
beſtow" on others Who ſtand in greater Need of their 


Alliſtance. But theſe are only Hints throw but for 
the Confiderarion of the Committee of Fathers, When 
the ' come to model and frame the Plan for Execution. 
y theſe few Notices and Obſervations, added to 


Tolk in Nr. Fielding*s Plan, the Utility of ſuch an In- 


ftitution, 1 believe, appears evident to the plalneſt Un- 


derſtanding. But before I proceed to exhibit the Me- 
thod 1 propoſe for the Eſtabliſhment and Perpetuity of 


it, and fo put it out of the Power of wicked ant defign- 
ing Men to ſhake or deſtroy it, give me Lende ti en- 
quire a little into the Reaſons and Neceffity of inſtitut⸗ 
Cay Wy To HT GT 
Mr. Fielding, Page 5 of his Plan, very juftiy ob: 
ſerves, that, Infinite are the Number of Chaimen, 
* Porters, Labourers, and drunken Mechanics in this 
„ Town, whoſe Families ate generally too large to fe- 
te ceive even Maintenance, much leſs Education, from 


&« the Labours of their Parents; and the Lives of theit 


« Fathers being often ſhortened by their Intemperance, 
« 42 Mother is left with many helpleſs Children, to be 


4 ſupplied by her Induſtry ; whote Reſource for Main- 


* tenance is either from the Waſh- tub, Green - ſtall, or 


&* Barrow. What then muſt become of the Daughters 
& of ſuch Women, when Poverty and IIliterateneſs 
« conſpire to expoſe them to every Temptation? And 
« they often become Proſtitutes from Neceſſity, before 
© ©. their Paſſions can have any Share in their Guilt.” 
Here we may evidently diſcover one of the main 


Sources of thoſe innumerable Miſeries to which a very 


valuable Part of the Fair Sex are expoſed, 1 Hd 
| f | arge 


S 


i be ingulged, at leaſt at Latera; 


- 7 
E 


n Wy 
large Nee manifeſt from the vaſt Numbers of them 
that afe ſeen walking the Streets of a Night, beſides 
thoſe that are ohliged to keep at Home for the Recep- 
rgn, of ee e ee ee ſtand at the Doors o 
C 


[1 ae. 
- 


7 9 Tyrants, like Barkers traverſing the F ront 
4 of Slop- Shops, Sc, to invite or hawl in Cuſtomers to 
5 buy. their Wares, It is likewiſe a valuable Part of the 
2 Sex, at ſeaſt would _have- been ſo, had they not been 
8 drawn from che Paths of Virtue and honeſt Induſtry, 
5 bynthe Snares and Strstagems of vile Deceivers, oe 
if their, own hard, Neceſſities, - OE 
T We may likewiſe reaſonably ſuppoſe, that many of 
n theſe Street - walkers and common Strumpets, had a 
. enteel Education, a good Share of Beauty, and other 
0 emale Accompliſnments, which would have quality*d 
2 them to fill thoſe e Stations of Life, the Wife 
3 5 „ Mother, with Dignity and Applauſe . Employ- 
£ ments on which, in a great Meaſure, depend the Wel- 
C fare of Families, the Happineſs of Society, the Good 
N of the Public, and the Honour of the Nation. 

5 Such as are the Children of the Poor, who are not 
* able to give them any Education at all, or to cloathe 


or fit them for any creditable Service, and therefore be- 
come an eaſy Prey to thoſe voracious Harpies the Bawds, 
who dreſs them up in their. Shambles, to make them 
fit Commodities for their deteſtable Markets; ſuch 
poor Girls, I ſay, had a proper and timely Care been 
taken of them, might have proved excellent Servants, . 
the Want of whom is now ſo much complained of. For 
tis plain to any intelligent Obſerver, that they are no 
more. deſtitute of Capacity or Ingenuity, to render 
them uſeful in their proper Sphere, than are the Daugh- 
ters of thoſe in a higher Rank in Life. | ; 
I not then an Affair of the greateſt Conſequence 
to the Public, a. Charity of the nobleſt Kind, that a 
comfortable Proyiſion be made for theſe Orphans and 
friendleſs Children, whereby they may be prevented 
frem falling into the Hands of thoſe carnivorous Vul- 
tures, who thrive and fatten on the Fleſh of Innocents, 
and Fs no other Regard to Beauty, Virtue, or other 
:female Excellence, than 1 it ſerves to ſet off 708 | 
8 er- 
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Merchandize, and bring the beſt Price? What 4 hor- 
, LEE Og 


© And here, Ladies, give me Leave to mile my Ad- 


dreſſes to you in particular, ?Tis true, we are apt to 
call you the weaker Sex; and if Strength and Sinews 
be an Excellence, the Men can certainly boaft a Supe- 
riority over you, but not more than many brute Ani- 
mals can over them: But if Humanity, Tendernefs, 
Compaſſion and Charity, are the moſt beautiful Orna- 
ments of human Nature, your Sex indiſputably poſſeſs 
the largeſt Share of thoſe Vittues. Can you then be- 
| hold ſuch Numbers of the faireſt of your own Fair Sex 
Expoſed to all the Calamities human Nature is capable 
Gf, and not lend a Hand to prevent their Misfortunes, 
or ſuccour them in their Diſtrefs'? Can you ſee theſe 
poor Wretches, naked and deſtitute of every Comfort 
of Life, and not contribute ſomething to cloathe and 
nouriſh, to lodge and feed them? Can you think of 
the incredible Numbers of theſe fair young Creatures, 
who, if timely Care had been. taken of them, might 
have prov'd excellent Servants, Wives and Mothers 
fuined by the Artifice of Bawds and Libertines, and 
not endeavour to put a Stop to fo atrocious an Evil, 
and reſcue theſe Innocents out of the Hands of thoſe 
voracious Canibals? Could theſe unhappy Objects be 
_ preſented before your Eyes, in their defolate and deſert- 
ed Condition, I am perſuaded you would give your- 
ſelyes no Reſt, till ſome Method could be hit upon to 
deliver them from their dreadful Situation. You would 
not only relieve them with your own Purſe, but with 
that lively Eloquence, which is natural to your” Sex, 
powerfully recommend them to your rich Relations, 
Acquaintance and Viſitants; you would even lay a Tax 
on your Diverſions, and make the Cards contribute 
their Quota to ſo good a Deſfigh; tay; I am fure you 
would not grudge, now and then, to rob the Playhouſe 
of a Crown, if thereby a poor helpleſs, friendleſs Or- 
phan could be faved from Ruin; and give me Leave 
to add, you would feel more real Pleaſure in ſuch an 
Act of Charity, than in ſeeing the beſt wrote Play acted 


to the greateſt Perfection. But I am ſenfible, you need 
be | _- .. ng 


of Repeatance muſt be ſhed, what deep Sighs will 
they groan forth, what Heart-breakings will they not 


3 „„ 
no other Agzaments, than your own Conviction of the 
Truth of the Caſe, to acimate you to ſo noble a Work, 
as the.ſaviog. ſo; many wretched deſerted Creatures from 


utter Deſtruction. I ſhall therefore recommend it to 
vou, to make as ſtrict an Enquiry as you can into the 
and then I make no Doubt of all the Affiſtance in 
c 2 K „ 
But to be a little more particular: I am of Mr. 
Fielding's Opinion, that it is much eaſier to prevent 


of the Facts, as tated in Mr. Hieldig's Plan; 


Evils than to cure them, and of greater Utility to the 
Public, and the poor Creatures themſelves, to prevent 
their falling into theſe Misfortunes, than to relieve them 
afterwards. Before their Seduction to bad Courſes, 


while yet lovely in their own Innocence, tho cloath'd 
in Rags, how eaſily. might they have been foren d for 
the moſt. important Duties in Life ? But when they 


have once loſt their Character, and Vice becomes habj- 


tual, how difficult is it to bring them to a Senſe f 
Shame, and a Horror of their Guilt? They know they 


have loſt all their Friends, that the Good and Virtuous 


are their declared Enemies, that they are eſteemed no 


better than the Offscouring of the Earth, and held in the 


loweſt Contempt by all Mankind. If they profeſs Sorrow | 


for their paſt Iniquities, who will believe them ſincere, 
or take them under their Protection? Thus forlorn and 


abandoned, without Hopes of Redemption, they plunge 


deeper, if poſlible, into the Gulph of Sin and Miſery, 


till Conſcience is quite hardened, and incapable of Im- 
- preſſion, If ſome of them, ſenſible of their woeful 
Condition, ſhould embrace the Opportunity that is now 


offer'd, and prove ſincere Converts, What Shame, 
Confuſion, and Diſtraction muſt. accompany the Re- 
flection on their paſt enormous Conduct? What Tears 


feel, under ſuch a Load of Guilt as they have accu- 


mulated? How will they wiſh they had been the 


Daughters of the meaneſt Peaſants, fed with the vileſt 


bOffal, and clad in the coarſeſt Garments, ſo they 
might have eſcaped the 5 emptations which * 
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lem l into ſuch horrible ee bet Miſery us ee have 
experienced. Now, tho” a true Penitent*ought to be 


treated With the utmoſt Candour and Tender * oo: 


'encotifaged to renounce! her evil Courſes,” and per 


in her pious "Purpoſes of Reformation; yet fireh Me 8 


muſt be allowed, that it had been infinitely better had 
mne never fallen from her Innocence, and ſo have eſcaped 


that dreadfy] Train of Evils which the * Andor look 


back upon without Horror. n 
Since then it is manifeſt, thas a State of In - 
lie? Virtue is preferable to a State of Repentance; tho 


ever ſo fincere, and that the Prevention of Calamities 


is much eaſier than the Remedy, there is no Queſtion 


But Mr. Fielding's Preſevatory will be of much greater 


ice to the Fair Sex, and to the Public in general, 
than his Reformatory 3 and therefore, if I might adviſe, 
he ſhould give his greateſt Attention to the former, yet 


-ſo as not wholly to neglect the latter. And I am- apt to 


think, that the Ladies themſelves will be of Opinion, 
that a Plan to preſerve the Vouth of their Sex from be- 


coming a Prey to licentious Bawds and Debauchees, is 


of greater Moment to their Honour and Happineſs, than 


any Scheme that can be propoſed to bring them to Re- 
pentance, or ſecute them mare the Hike Misfortaries 


For the future. Ir, 420 
It has been obſerved by Men of Underftunding; thit 
this Slave Trade is contrary to the Laws of Humanity, 


and the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. The Ne- 


gro may have all the rational Faculties in as great Per- 
fection as the white Man; his native Country is as dear 
to him, and his Liberty of no leſs Eſtimation; and to 
deprive him by Violence of theſe natural Rights is abſo- 
lutely unjuſt, and a Robbery of the worſt Kind. But 
is not the Caſe much worſe in Regard to theſe poor, in- 
offenſive Girls? If their natural Endowments have qua- 
lied them to be uſeful Members of the Community, is 


it not a Crime of the blackeſt Dye, to deprive their 
Country of the Benefit of their Labours, and them of 
the Advantage of thoſe Gifts and Talents which Gd .. 
and Nature has ſo liberally beſtowed upon them ?- Their 
Caſe, conſidered only t in this i a: is ſufficiently de- 


plorable: 


| Injuries conſequent thereupon, and which are equally 
unavoidable and irremediable; that, inſtead- of bei 


manity glowing in his Breaſt, but muſt be deeply af 
fected with the forlorn Condition of theſe: wretched Out- 


produced ſuch melancholy Effects; and the Methods 


ſuaded it is the Hope of every good Man, that it may 


* 
— 


mmnean Condition expoſe them to the Rapacity of Bawds 


and Libertines, and all the Miſchiefs, Calamities, and 


uſeful Members of Society, and the Ornaments of the 
own Sex, they are a Nuſance to the one, and a Scandal 


to the other, and the unhappy Inſtruments of number- 
les Evils to their fellow Creatures: I ſay, when theſe 

FF maturely weightd inahe; Balance. gfcingke 
Us 


judiced Reaſon, who that has the leaſt Spark of 5 


caſts; and wiſh ſome probable Method could be hit up- 
on to ꝓtrevent their falling into the Jaws of Deſtructios, 
or reſcue them from it, when their Recovery 


_ impradticable. by any human Mean?ęs?æk 2099 - 


Mr. Fielding s Plan for a Preſervatory and Refurma- 
tory, or as it may be more ſignificantly called, An Asr- 
LUM, or Houſe of Refuge, for poor deſerted Girls, aud pe- 
nitent Praſtitutes, is a generous Attempt for this Pur- 
poſe, and which, I doubt not, with ſome Additions 
andi Improvements, may be made to anſwer the good 
and: ſalutary Ends propoſed by it. He has with great 
Judgment and Sagacity diſcovered the Cauſes that have 


he has propoſed for a Remedy, ſeem feaſible, 22 
deſerve the Attention of the Public; and tho* he cas 


it only the Outlines of à Plan, yet, in my Opinih;he- 
has laid a ſolid Foundation, on which a noble:Supes- 


ſtructure may be erected. His Plan is of a very exten 


ſive Nature, and comprehends much more than at firſt 
may be ſeen or underſtood; and his ſubmitting it to the 


Examination of the Candid and Judicious, is as ſtrong 


an Evidence of his Humility, as his inviting the Aſſiſt- 
ance of others, to improve and campleat it with all 
the Advantages and Amendmentzs it is capable of receiv- 
ing, is a Proof of his earneſt Deſire to ſee it executed. 
And indeed, the Deſign of it is ſo good, ſo charitable 
and benevolent in its End, that I hope, and am per- 


not 


we). - 

hot milcucty thro! any Miſmanagement, or be lol fbr 

- Want of due Preparation and Encouragement. If -what 
I have, at hall farther propoie, may be choughe an Im. 
Provement of it, or ſet it in a more advantageous” 5 
chan it has yet appeared in, I ſhall think myſelf very 
fortunate in having contributed my Mite towards finiſh- 
ng a Tan 1 will be conſecrated to the rom Nate 


. what we 5 before obferved 1 concerning the 
fad: State of our Poor, we may plainly diſcover: the 
muddy Source of thoſe Miſeries which befal their Chil- 
Aren, and the foul- and unwholeſome Spring of that 
Corruption, with which the Morals of our inferior 
Youth are contaminated, and the Seminary from whence 
dur /Bawdy:houſes are furniſhed with Plants for their 
Gardens of Pleaſure. This is, indeed, the more imme- 
diate Cauſe of that univerſal Depravity of Manners ſo 
much to be lamented among the common People. And 
yet, perhaps, there may be found a Cauſe ſuperior 
even to this; and that is, in not providing ſufficient 
Means for employing the Poor of all Sorts, as well thge 
willing as the unwilling to work ; the common Pre- 
tence being, that they can get nothing to do, as nobedy 
will employ them; therefore the firſt throw their Fami- 
lies on the Pariſh, and the others go a begging. But 
from whence does this proceed ? It muſt either be the 
Conſequence of a Defect in our Laws, or Want of a due 
Execution. But Sir Fofiab Child, in his Propoſals for 
the Relief or Employment of the Poor, ſays; There c 
Hover 4 Law made, that was not well executed, "the 
Fault of the Law cauſing a Failure of Execution. So that, 
according to Sir 'Zofah, if a Law could be fo contrived, 
a8 to comprehend all Caſes relating to the Poor, and ſet 
them all at work; ſuch a Law as could be executed 
without much Difficulty or Trouble, it would wad 
wy remove thoſe Evils ſo much complained of. 
In order to which, he ropoſes an Act of . 
— contain ſuch Rules, Proviſoes and Regulations, as 
he judges neceflary for the full Completion of the 
Work ſome of which, as. they bear a b. near Affi- 
a nity 


ba 


__ © Mr. Fielding. rightly" obſerves, that bis. Plan cannot 
| be carried into Execution without the Aſſiſtanee of t. 
Public; and, Iwill add, without proper Auth 


jeQs, may open the Hearts and Purſes of the Beneva- 
ſent and the Humane,” and large Sums may be advane- 


thers and Guardians, who thall be choſen the Directors 


tired of the Service; the Conſequence of which will be, 
that the” Affairs of the Society will be. manage wir 
- full HifaFecrence,' or a: careleſs Diſregard to theſe 
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for the Management of it; as they ſhalt chink proper; 


| Which all other Subjects are entitled, in this Caſe they 


Scheme whick I habe yet to offer. 
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*Tis true, Pity and Compaſſion for ſuck miſerable Oh« 


- 


ed for To, pious/and laidable's Purpoſe ;" yer, if the Fa- 


and Managers of this truly Chriffian- Charity; ſhould 
not be inveſted with a ſufficient Authority to àc with 
Propriety in every Caſe that may come before them 
in the Courſe of their Adminiſtration, they will ſoon be 


1 with 


whole Aſſiduity and Attention 


In Anſwer to this, let it be obſerved, that as the 
Fund to be raiſed for carrying on this Charity, is to 
conſiſt of voluntary Contributions, the Soeiery have an 
undoubted Right to make ſuch Rules and Regulations 


fo. far as ſhall be conſiſtent with the Laws in being; 
without the Aſſiſtance of a Charter or an Act of Partias 
ment. It is their *6wn Money which they contribute; 
and therefore have A Right, according to the Liberty 
which every Briton enjoys;|v& diſpoſe” of it in ſuch à 
Marer- as-they judge moſt! conducive: to the Ends pr 
poſed by it. I take this Society to be in the Nature of 
a Co-partnerſhip; ' where ſeveral Perſons raiſe a Joint 
Stock to''earry on ſome Trade or Branch of Con- 
meree d Their Agreement is bramched into ſeveral r- 
ticles, by which they intend to regulate their Manner 
of büying, ſelling, Expences, - hiring of Servants, Ec. 
Alf which they are ſufficiently! authorized to do by the 
Cuſtoms and Common Law of the Kingdom. Indeed 
if they vanted Powers to exerciſe exeluſive Privileges, to 


could not act without a Legiſlative Authority. But as 
no 
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Poſterity ſhall have Reaſon to bleſs the Memory of the 
Age, in which ſo charitable a Foundation was laid for 
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20 ſuch Thing is aimed at by this Society, and as every, 


one is at Liberty to join with them in this benevolens 
Deſign, upon the Terms that ſhall be agreed on by dhe 


Majority, they have certainly a natural Right, to 
frame and conduct their Plan upon ſuch Principles as 
1 2 © 


- hall beſt anſwer their Purpoſe. .. 


This AsrL Un, or Houſe, of Refuge, for poor de- 
ſerted Girls and penitent Proſtitutes, differs widely 
kom the Plan, of the Marine Society, By che latter in- 
deed, 2 Boys are provided for, and happily placed 

in hig Majeſty's: Navy, to the great Advantage both of 
themſelves and the Public. The Society have no more 
to do than to receive the voluntary Contributions of the 
Benevolent and Charitable, cloathe the Boys and ſend 


themen Board, and we hear no more of them. But 
the Alum: is quite upon another FEooting, to he conſi- 


dered in a very different Light. Here a great Number 
of poor Orphans and friendleſs Girls are to be provided 


for, educated, and inſtructed in ſeveral Callings, to 


continue under Diſcipline for a limited Term of. Years, 
and afterwards to be placed out in ſuch Services as ſhall 


ſides, this Charity is to be upheld and continued by; re- 
newed Contributions and Subſcriptions, and Perſons 
muſt be appointed and authorized to rule and manage 
every Thing to the beſt Advantage; various Officers are 
to be choſen, and many By-laws made, and the ſtrict- 
eſt Order and Decorum to be obſerved with Reſpect to 
the unhappy Objects themſelves. All which make it 
expedient, that the Committee to be choſen by the Fa- 
thers and Guardians ſhould be ſufficiently empowered 
thoroughly to execute every Part of their Commiſſion; 
as a s from the very Nature of the Plan as above 
explained, and will be more - amply enlarged upon in 
what I have farther to ſay upon the Subject. 
I come now to the laſt Point I had in View, namely, 
to fix this Plan upon ſuch a firm Eſtabliſhment, as that 
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For this Purpoſe let the Society, when formed, agree 


* * 
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2 to the following Rules and Regulations, or of the ſame 
a Kind and Effect; for this is no more than an Hay, 
* | and intended only as a Memento, to ſuggeſt Materials 
* hereafter to be laborated into a more perfect Syſtem; 
ot and the following Articles are inſerted merely as Subjects 

er for Diſcuſſion, to be received, improved, multiplied, 
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| or rejected, as ſhall be moſt agreeable to Reaſon, and 
the Judgment of Men experienced in ſuch Affairs. 
, 4 as 8 5 
I. That this Society, ſhall be ſtiled or named, The 
= Fathers and Guardians of the ASYLUM or Houſe of Refuge, 
| for poor deſerted Girls, and penitent Praſtitutes; that the 
ſame Name or Title ſnall be continued to their Succeſ 
| ſors, in perpetuum; that they ſhall | be authorized and 
empowered,/as other Eſtabliſhments of the.ſame.kind, to 
purchaſe and receive, to them and their Succeſſors, Ma- 
nors, Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, Annuities, and 
Hereditaments; and to ſell, grant, demiſe, exchange or 
diſpoſe of ſuch; and may ſue or be ſued, plead or be 
impleaded, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Law; and 
to act and do all Matters and Things relating to the ſaid 
Society, in as ample Manner and Form as any other 
| "56 2m z and may likewiſe have and uſe a Common 
al. e EY 44 1 | 
II. That the ſaid Society, and their Succeſſors, ſhall 
have one Preſident, two Vice-Preſidents, and a Trea- 
ſurer, to be choſen at the firſt general Meeting of the 
Society, and to continue in their reſpective Offices till 
that Day Twelve-month, when others ſhall be choſen in 
their Places. At the ſame Time alfo, a Secretary ſhall be 
choſen, and other inferior Officers; and likewiſe a Com- 
mittee, who ſhall be entruſted with the Direction of all 
Affairs relating tothe Government of the ſaid Society. 
HI. That once every Year ſhall be a Meeting of the Fa- 
thers and Guardians of the ſaid Society, td be held in the 
ſaid Ahlum, for electing by Ballot the Preſident, Vice- 
Preſidents, Treaſurer, and Secretary for the 9 


from among the Members of the Society, by a Majorcy 
of Voies of the Members preſen. 
| 1 1 5 IV. That 
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Th Iv. That beſides the Anhual Guithdl 1 Meer 


Fathers and Guardians, to be held the firſt Tueſday 
Tr Lady-Day, Midſummer, Michaelmas, and Chriſtmas- 
Day reſpectively; at which Quarterly Meetings only, the 
ſaid Society, or the major Part of them, ſhall make 

_ By-Laws, and do and tranſact ſuch other Buſineſs as | 
herein after is ſpecified. 5 5 

V. That the ſaid Society, and their Sueceſtort, or 
the major Part of thoſe preſentat any, Annual or Quar- 
_ terly Court, or other General Court, which the Preſident 
may ſummon at any other Time, may chuſe by Ballot, 
fit and able Perſons to be Fathers a a0 Guardians, as they 
wall judge moſt likely to promote and encourage the 
charitable Deſigus of the ſaid Society ; Which Fathers 
and Guardians fo elected, ſhall be adjudged and deemed 
Members of the ſaid Society, and 0 be ſurnmoned: and 
_ Admitted to act and vote as ſuch. 

VI. That the Committee, ſo chile and: Ippon 
as aforeſaid, ſhall conſiſt of Twenty-one Perſons, who 
Mall fit once a Week, ſeven of them at a Time, by Ro- 
tation, in ſome convenient Room in the Aſylum, to hear 
and receive Reports from the viſiting Ladies, and to 
give Orders and Directions purſuant thereto to appoint 
Matrons proper for the Trades to be carried on, inſpect 
their Behaviour, and to ſee that Order, Decorum, and 
Regularity be obſerved among che Girls in both Parts Wl 
of the Aflum. ; 
VII. That the omi Mall dere Pawet to direct, 
manage and tranſact all the Affairs, Eſtate and Effects 
of the ſaid Society, and take in, receive, provide for, 
and employ, ſuch poor deſerted Girls and penitent Proſ- 
titutes, for whoſe Support and Proviſion the ſaid Soci- 
ety is eſtabliſhed, according to ſuch Rules and Rea 
tions as ſhall be ſertled in the General Courts. 

VIII. That the faid Committee; at firſt choſen, mal 
continue always the fame, without a new Election, ex. 
cept in Caſe of the Death, Removal, or Refignation of 
any of its Members; in either of which Caſes, the Va- 
cancy or Vacancies, ſhall be filled up by other Mem- 


bers of the Society, by Ballot, at the next General Court? 1 
Yai 5 
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inſpect 
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ourt': WM 


ordinarily deſirous of that Honour, or of ſerving the 


of increaſing Benefactions, would be an effectual Bar 


confirmed by a Majority of a General Quarterly Court; ; 
thority ?: 


by Indentures of Apprenticeſhip, the poor Girls and 


Unleſs any Member of the Society, who is more than 


2 — 


Charity, ſhall make a fret Gift of one hundred Munds 
to the Corporation; in which Caſe he ſhall have the Pre. 
ference, without its being put to the Vote or Ballot. 
IN. That the ſaid Committee ſhall be empowered to 
hire or purchaſe a Piece of Ground, and to erect Buildings 
thereon, with ſuch Outhouſes and Conveniencies as on. 

ſhall: judge neceſſary. for the Reception, Proviſion, and 3 
Employment of the Objects under their Care 
X. That in the Election of the ſaid Committee, n 


partial Regard ſhall be had to Sect or Party, gor any 


Oaths or Teſts impoſed tending to exclude Diſſenters of | 
any Denomination from the ſaid Truſt z which, inſtead 


to many generous. Contributionsg‚s 2 7c 
XI. That the ſaid Committee ſhall have full Power 


and Authority to take and receive Mortuaries, Lega 


cies in Money, Lands, or Effects of any Kind, or any Y 
Collections of Money at Churches, Chapels, Meeting- =_ 
houſes, Societies, or other Bodies Politic or Corporate. 20 
XII. That the ſaid Committee ſhall be empowered - { 
and authorized to bargain and agree with. the Manager 
or Patentee of each of the licenſed Play-houſes, for the a 
clear Benefit ariiing from the acting of a Play at their 
reſpective Theatres, once in a Seaſon.” - Wo, 
XIII. That the ſaid Committee ſhall, at their weekly 


Meeting, draw up and prepare ſuch By-Laws as they 


ſhall judge requiſite for regulating the Affairs of the Cor- |. 
poration, the Choice and | Qualifications of Matrons, - 
the Duty of their Servants, and the whole Oeconomy of _— 
the A/31um: Which ſaid By-laws ſhall not be in Force, till = 


nor ſhall any By-laws be repealed, but by the ſame Au- 
XIV. That the ſaid Committee be empowered to bind 


Penitents under their Charge, to ſuch of the Matrons 
as they ſhall thiak proper, to learn the Trades they are 
fitteſt for; and to enforce Obedience on either Side. 
ST thts ee ©, Hg XV. That 
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1 Wards, Schools, and Working Rooms of the Aſylum, 


Vaddauire an Account of all the Tranſactions and Proceed- 
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XV. That the ſaid Committee may ha s die. 
+: eretionary- Power to puniſh all inferior Office zd 

geen for Neglects or Miſdemeanors, either by diſ- 

charging them from their Places, or by pecuniary 


Mulcts, to be applied to the Benefit of the Charity: 
9 But ſhall not puniſh or diſcharge any poor Girl or Pe- 


% 


nitent, without the Conſent of a General Court. 
© XVI. That che ſaid Committee ſhall have free Li- 
hHherty to ſet their poor Girls or Penitents to work on any 
Manufacture, except where a Patent has been obtain- 
ed by any other Perſon or Perſons, for the ſole making 
A ͤĩͤĩ ͤ ͤ m 8 
-. XV. That the ſaid Committee ſhall keep exact 
Accounts of all their Receivings, Diſburſements, and 
Tranſactions, entered in a Book or Books, and deliver 
them at every General Quarterly. Court, ſigned by 
themſelves, to be examined, audited, and adjuſted, 
and to lie open for the Inſpection of any Member of 
the Society. x. 5 e 
__ - XVIII. That the Money which the ſaid Committee 
\ . ſhall collect and receive, from Time to Time, for the 
Uſe and Benefit of this Charity, ſhall be deemed ſacred, 
and any Embezzlement or Miſapplication thereof, ſhall 
be adjudged a high Miſdemeanour, and the Delinquent 
puniſhed at the Diſcretion of a General Court. 7 
XIX. That twerity-ſix Ladies ſhall be choſen annu- 
ally from among the Subſcribers, whoſe Office ſhall be 
tjo viſit weekly, two at a Time, in Rotation, the ſeveral 


— 


to examine the Conduct of the Matrons, inſpect the 
Works that are carried on, and to ſee that every Thing 
be managed with Prudence, Carefulneſs, and Diligence, 
and to make the Reports of their Viſits to the Commit- 
tee weekly. eee n N as SIT B 
XX. That the Committee be empowered to chuſe 
Matrons ; in which Choice, they muſt have a ſpecial Re- 
gard to their Characters for Sobriety, Good nature, and 
Skill in the Trade they profeſs to teach. | ms 
XXI. That whoever ſhall make a Donation of Twen“ 

ty Pounds, or ſubſcribe Forty Shillings and upwards 
"Yearly, ſhall be entitled to examine the Books, and re- 


ings 


* 
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t the Society and their Committee, aud ale 
"mand Information ggncerning the Behawour e de 


* or deſerted Girls Mpenitent Proſtiates the Works 


They are employed infer any other Maier or Thing revs. 
lating to the ſame ; butThall not be permitced-to viſits; i 


' ſee, or converſe with them; neither hall any otherx 3 


Perſon, Man or Woman, except the Committee "and 
the viſiting Ladies, be allowed that Privilege 


-_ XXIL. That exact Liſts ſhall be kept of chemvames _ 
of the poor Girls and Penitente, the Time of charge 
miſſion, and the Trades and Matrons they are appren- 
ticed to. And if it ſhould happen, that the Parents or 
Relations of any Penitent ſnould be informed of her 
being in the Ahlum, and deſire to take her from thece, 
or be admitted to ſee her, neither ſhall: be granted With - 
out her own Conſent, and that of a General Court. 
Some of the foregoing Articles may be found more 
largely and particularly expreſſed in the Charter for the 
Foundling- Hoſpisal; others I have taken from Sir Jaa 
Child's Propaſals for relieving and employing the Poor; 
others I have framed. out of Mr. Fielding s Plan; and, 
ſome I have added of my own. In ſhort, I have coals 
lected every Thing I could find in my little Reading 


1 


and Obſervation, which I: thought might be of Uſe, 
eaſy and practable, for the Settling this excellent Scheme 
upon a firm Foundation, and to perpetuate it to Poſte- 
There is one Thing ſtill remaning which 
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ought to have been mentioned before, as it i 


great Concern, at leaſt to one Part of the Objects 
are to reap the Benefit of this Charity; I mean the Pe. 
nitents. They have for a long Time led moſt immoral. 
Lives; they are at length ſenſible of the Immanity of 
their paſt Conduct; they are now willing to retrievetheir 
Errors, and put themſelves out of the Reach of Temp- 
tation for the future; and with Joy embrace the Op- 
portunity of retiring to this Alum. Now, as that Re- 
Pentance will never be long: lived that is not aſſiſted by 
the Spirit of Religion, with a conſtant Series of devout 
Exerciſes ; the Chaplain, who is to undertake the Charge 
of their ſpiritual Concerns, ſhould be a Man pretty 

5 %%% LEW TV, 

4 ** | 
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es tithe; tb 


” © theit former Intimacy with the falſe Gaieties and delu- 


| BF er he FR fades 3 it e 
; ny: of ahem lan <dcfire-it;** Bibles: and. okher ou 2 
. ro od aBvays be ar Hendto'employ thei vacant - 
ONS ddopaoiop=teontpoporerariE” to erect 0 
___ fmall Library in ſome convenient Part of the ee 
. 32 And te fürmim'it wirk Books f practicah Piviniiy, the! 
... Hiſtory of the Church, Lives of the moſt famous Saints 


Ane fartyrs, and other Treatiſes that tend to keep the 2 a 


5 Mind i in "A pious Diſpoſition” +{bift Plays, Novels, Ro- 
muances, and light er amorous Pieces muſt he forever 
—baniſhed from the Hum To which Library they Vall 1 Et 

all have a free Acceſs, and Liberty to read. ſuch. Books! - _—— 
as pleaſe them beſt. This, I am convinced, would be a 
very proper Method for mortifying any remaining an- 
<lination they might ſtill find in themſelves to return io 


+ 
+7 


ſive Pleaſures of the World. The Senſe of their preſent = 

Happineſs, compared with the Miſeries they have ſuf-- Ml 

fered, may indeed athritz- giys them a ſerious Turn of 
* Mind 1 5 unleſs” they ate convinced of the Neceſſi: 

V gk. AC jog. from religious Principles, it is eaſy te 
_ ne” t the firſt Im preſſions of Horror, Ariſing 3 22d 
++ "or ir Guilt ang Sulfirines, Will gradually wear off: 
they find their Health "arid: Vigour returned, it is 
not impoſſible but ſome of them may be en nenne 
tg ge: commente their former Gallantries To prerent 

Toul a Diſgraee to themſelves, as well as to the be Cha. 4 J 

rity, I know ne Better Way, than by conſtantiy inſtilfiog* A 
into them the Principles bf the Ohriſtian Religion, and 
ae 2 Practice of devour D I . 3 1 
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